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INTRODUCTION

Selling a home is about creating a strong first impression. Before buyers ever walk
through the door, they often experience the home online through photos and listing
details.

Home staging helps ensure your home looks clear, welcoming, and easy to understand —
both in photos and during showings. It doesn’t require perfection or expensive updates.
Thoughtful preparation highlights your home's best features and allows buyers to focus on

the space itself.

This guide is designed to help you prepare your home efficiently and confidently. By
following these simple staging principles, you can support the marketing process and help

your home make a strong impression from day one.
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CHAPTER 1

Understanding Home Staging

Preparing a home for the market starts with understanding how buyers see it — especially

online.
Definition of Home Staging:

Home staging is the process of preparing a home to appeal to the widest range of buyers.
It focuses on highlighting a home’s best features and helping buyers quickly understand

the space — especially when viewing photos and during showings.

The Importance of Home Staging:

Preparing a home before listing plays a significant role in how it's perceived by buyers.

« Faster Sale: Well-prepared homes often attract interest more quickly because buyers
can more easily imagine living there.

« Stronger First Impression: Staging helps listings stand out online, where most buyers
first encounter a home.

« Clearer Presentation: A staged home photographs more clearly and feels easier to
understand during showings.

« Competitive Advantage: Homes that feel clean, organized, and move-in ready tend

to stand out in the market.
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Psychology Behind Effective Home Staging

The psychology behind effective home staging is simple: buyers need to quickly
understand a space and imagine themselves living in it. Most buyers form an impression

within seconds, often while viewing photos online.

When a home feels open, neutral, and uncluttered, buyers can focus on the layout and

features instead of distractions.

Thoughtful staging creates visual calm. Clean lines, balanced furniture placement, and
simple styling help rooms feel approachable and easy to understand. This clarity allows

buyers to connect with the home more naturally during photos and in-person showings.

RAM Pro Tip:

When photos feel clean and easy to understand, buyers tend to spend

more time on a listing — which can help build stronger interest.
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CHAPTER 2
Planning Your Home Staging

The first step in staging your home is taking a thoughtful look at the space as a buyer
would. This isnt about perfection or redesigning your home — it's about identifying what
stands out, what may distract, and where simple adjustments can make the biggest

difference.
The Initial Walkthrough: Viewing the Home Like a Buyer

During this walkthrough, focus on how each room feels. Consider what draws attention
first, how easy the space is to understand, and whether anything pulls focus away from

the room’s purpose.
As you walk through, consider how each space will look in listing photos and how easily
buyers can understand the layout. Focus on what draws the eye, what feels distracting,

and what deserves to stand out. Here's what to look for during your initial walkthrough:

« First Impressions: What buyers notice first — both online and at the front door — sets
the tone for the entire showing.

- Highlight Strengths, Minimize Distractions: Identify the home’s strongest features

and remove items that compete for attention in photos.

 Clutter and Cleanliness: Clutter stands out quickly in photos. Clearing surfaces and

organizing storage helps rooms feel larger and calmer.

« Simple Repairs and Touch-Ups: Minor fixes can prevent small issues from becoming

visual distractions in marketing images.
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Prioritizing Areas for Staging

Not every area of a home carries the same weight in a buyer’s decision. When preparing
for listing photos and showings, focusing on the most visible and influential spaces helps

your time and effort go further.

Prioritizing the right rooms helps the home feel clear, inviting, and easy to understand -

especially in photos.
Generally, you should prioritize staging the following areas:

« Entryway: The entry sets the tone for the home. A clean, welcoming entry
photographs well and helps buyers feel oriented right away.

« Living Room: This is often the most-viewed space in listing photos. Keep furniture
balanced, surfaces clear, and pathways open.

« Kitchen: Kitchens draw attention online. Clear countertops, clean appliances, and
good lighting help the space feel bright and usable.

« Primary Bedroom: Buyers look for a calm retreat. Simple bedding, neutral colors, and
minimal décor help the room feel relaxing and spacious. Remove personal photos or
artwork if possible.

« Bathrooms: Clean, uncluttered bathrooms photograph better and feel more open.

Clear surfaces and remove personal items.
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Planning Your Staging: Theme, Decor, Budget

Once you've identified which areas matter most, the next step is planning how to prepare
them. The goal isn't a trendy or perfect space — it's a home that feels clean, neutral, and

easy to understand in photos and during showings.

1.Theme: Instead of choosing a strong design theme, aim for a neutral, cohesive look
throughout the home. Consistency helps rooms feel connected and prevents
distractions in listing photos.

2.Decor: Décor should support the space, not compete with it. Choose a small number of
neutral accents that add warmth without drawing attention away from the room itself.

3.Budget: Setting a budget helps keep preparation focused and efficient. Most homes
benefit more from decluttering, cleaning, and small touch-ups than from major

purchases or updates.

A clear plan helps present a home that photographs well, feels approachable, and

attracts buyer interest.
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CHAPTER 3
Key Principles of Home Staging

A few core principles guide effective home staging. These fundamentals help spaces feel

open, inviting, and easy to understand — both in phofos and during showings.

Decluttering

Decluttering helps buyers focus on the space itself. Removing excess items allows rooms to

feel larger, calmer, and easier to understand in photos and in person.

Furniture should support how the room functions and allow for easy movement. Removing

oversized or unnecessary pieces helps improve flow and makes spaces feel more open.

Neutralizing and Modernizing

While bold colors or unique design choices may reflect personal style, they don’t always
appeal to a wide range of buyers. Neutralizing décor helps buyers focus on the home
itself.

Neutral colors, such as whites, beiges, and grays, create a more timeless look and
photograph well. Updating small details like hardware, light fixtures, or paint can refresh

a space without major changes.
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Maximizing Space

The perception of space is a major selling point for most buyers. A small room filled with
large furniture can feel cramped, whereas a larger room with insufficient furniture may
seem cold and unwelcoming.

Mirrors can help a space feel larger and brighter, while oversized storage or too many

accessories can make rooms feel cramped.

Strike a balance by scaling furniture to each room and maintaining clear pathways.
Removing excess pieces and thoughtfully positioning what remains helps define how the
room is meant to be used and improves flow in photos and during showings.

Importance of Lighting

Lighting plays a key role in how a space feels. Well-lit homes appear warmer, more
welcoming, and photograph better.

Use |igh’r bulbs that match ’rhroughou’r the home. Consistent color temperature helps
rooms feel balanced and cohesive.
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Inviting Curb Appeal

Curb appeal sets the tone before a buyer ever steps inside. It's the first thing buyers see
online — and the first thing they experience in person. A clean, well-maintained exterior
signals that the home has been cared for and is worth a closer look.

« Clean the front door and entry area

« Clear walkways, driveways, and entry paths

« Sweep porches and patios

« Put away hoses, bins, toys, and loose outdoor items
« Trim landscaping and remove dead plants

o Ensure house numbers are visible and easy to read

A tidy exterior helps listings make a strong first impression — online and in person.

RAM Pro Tip:
For listing photos, clutter near the entry draws attention away from the home itself.

Clean lines and simple landscaping help buyers focus on the property — not distraction:s.
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CHAPTER 4
Room by Room Guide to Staging

Every room plays a different role in how buyers experience a home. Staging each space
with intention helps buyers quickly understand how the home functions and how it might
fit their lifestyle — especially when viewing listing photos and walking through the home in

person.

In the following pages, we'll walk through the most important rooms to focus on when

preparing your home for photos and showings.
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Staging the Kitchen

The kitchen often draws the most attention in listing photos. A clean, simple presentation
helps the space feel bright and functional.

Focus on:
o Clear countertops (leave one or two neutral items)
o Clean appliances and sinks
« Good lighting, including under-cabinet lights if available
« A fresh towel or small plant for warmth

Staging the Living Room

The living room helps buyers understand how the home lives day to day. It should feel
open, comfortable, and easy to navigate — both in photos and in person.

Focus on:
« Balanced furniture placement with clear walkways
« Removing excess furniture or décor
« Defining the space so its purpose is clear

« Adding one or two simple accents, like pillows or a throw

Staging the Bedroom(s)

Bedrooms should feel restful and uncluttered. A calm, simple setup helps buyers imagine
the space as their own and photographs well.

Focus on:
¢ Clean, neutral bedding
« Remove personal photos and highly personal items

Nightstands kept clear or lightly styled
Beds centered and balanced in the room

o Closets organized and partially cleared
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Staging the Bathroom(s)

Bathrooms should feel clean, bright, and spacious. Small details matter here and are
especially noticeable in listing photos.

Focus on:
« Clear countertops and sinks
+ Fresh towels and neutral accessories
e Clean mirrors and fixtures
o Closed toilet lids and shower doors

« Removing personal care items

Staging Outdoor Spaces

Outdoor areas help buyers imagine how the home extends beyond the walls. Even small
spaces benefit from light staging.

Focus on:
« Clean patios, decks, and walkways
« Simple seating or décor (if space allows)
o Trimmed landscaping and tidy yards

« Removing clutter and unused items

Thoughtful preparation helps each space photograph well and feel inviting in person.
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CHAPTER 5

Common Home Staging Challenges

Preparing a home for photos and showings can feel like a lot, especially when time,
budget, or space is tight. The good news is that most staging challenges have simple fixes

that photograph beautifully.
Challenge: Small Spaces

Smaller spaces can feel tricky to stage, but thoughtful editing makes a big difference.
Remove visual clutter, simplify furniture, and keep pathways open so rooms feel larger,

especially in photos.

Focus on:
« Use furniture that fits the room
« Keep walkways clear
« Skip oversized storage and extra décor
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Challenge: Outdated Features

Not every home has the newest finishes.. and that's okay. Clean, simple styling can shift

attention to what buyers love most.

What helps:
« Swap dated hardware or light fixtures when it's easy or affordable
o Keep spaces bright and spotless

« Use neutral styling to downplay older elements
Focus on what does work, not what doesn’t.
Challenge: Personal Style

Your style makes your home feel like yours... but buyers need to picture themselves here
too. Family photos, children’s artwork, and highly personal images should be removed
from walls before photos and showings. Listing photos are shared online and across
multiple platforms, so removing personal images helps protect privacy and keeps the

focus on the home.

What helps:
« Put away family photos and very personal décor
« Choose neutral colors and simple accents

o Keep surfaces clear and uncluttered
A more neutral look helps buyers picture their own life in the home.
Challenge: Pets

Pets are part of daily life, but pet items and odors can distract buyers during showings

and in photos.

What helps:
o Put away pet beds, bowls, toys, and litter boxes before photos and showings
o Deep clean floors, rugs, and furniture

o Address odors and visible wear from pet use

A fresh, clean feel helps buyers focus on the home.
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Challenge: Limited Budget

Preparing a home doesn’t have to be expensive to make a big impact.

What helps:
o Declutter and deep clean first
« Rearrange what you already own
o Make small, affordable updates where they'll show the most

Simple changes often make the biggest difference.

Thoughtful preparation helps overcome common challenges and keeps the focus on what
matters most — the home’s potential.
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CONCLUSION

Harnessing the Power of Home Staging

Preparing a home for the market is about clarity, not perfection. When a home is clean,
uncluttered, and thoughtfully prepared, buyers can focus on the space itself — both online

and in person.

The steps in this guide are designed to help listings show clearly, photograph well, and
make strong first impressions. Thoughtful preparation supports every part of the

marketing process and helps buyers connect with a home more quickly.

Once a home is properly prepared, professional photography and marketing media help
ensure that preparation is presented accurately and consistently to buyers. Clear
preparation paired with professional presentation allows listings to stand out, reflect true

value, and attract the right attention from day one.

The checklist on the following pages is designed to help you prepare efficiently and
confidently.
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FINAL STEP: HOME STAGING CHECKLIST

Use this checklist as a practical, room-by-room guide when preparing your home for listing

photos and showings. Focus on the items that apply to your home — thoughtful

preparation makes the biggest impact.

HOME STAGING CHECKLIST

Use this checklist as a room-by-room reference as you prepare for listing

photos.

Exterior Preparation

Put away hoses, bins, toys, and outdoor supplies

Arrange outdoor furniture as you'd like it photographed

Remove yard signs and temporary signage

Sweep patios, walkways, and entry areas

Create a clean, inviting curb appeal

Check exterior lighting and replace any dim or non-working bulbs
Add a few simple, neutral décor accents

Store trash cans out of sight

000000000

Remove vehicles from the driveway and front curb, if possible
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HOME STAGING CHECKLIST

Entryway & Common Areas

D Clear floors, surfaces, and corners of clutter

[:] Remove small rugs or mats unless they add to the space
[:] Hide visible cords, cables, and electronics

D Turn off ceiling fans and televisions before photos

C] Turn on all lights and lamps

C] Remove personal photos and artwork from walls

Bedrooms

D Make beds neatly with simple, neutral bedding
[:] Clear nightstands and flat surfaces
C] Remove personal photos and items
C] Keep décor minimal and intentional

Kitchen

Clear countertops of small appliances and everyday items
Clean appliances, sinks, and surfaces

Remove items from the refrigerator exterior

Turn on under-cabinet lighting, if available

Add one simple, neutral touch if desired

00000
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HOME STAGING CHECKLIST

Living Room
[:] Arrange furniture to highlight the room’s primary function
C] Keep walkways clear and layouts balanced
D Remove excess furniture or décor
C] Showcase key features like fireplaces or large windows
D Add one or two simple, neutral accents
Dining Area
C] Clear tables and chairs of clutter
[:] Add a simple centerpiece or neutral place settings

C] Ensure chairs are evenly spaced and aligned
Bathroom

[:] Clear countertops, sinks, tubs, and showers
C] Remove personal items and toiletries

[:] Clean mirrors, fixtures, and glass surfaces

C] Add fresh towels for a clean, spa-like feel
Laundry & Utility Areas

C] Put away hampers, supplies, and loose items
D Clear visible surfaces

[:] Empty the washer and dryer if they have front-opening doors

A N
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HOME STAGING CHECKLIST

C] Secure pets off-site, in a kennel, or safely on a leash during photos
and showings

C] Hide pet beds, bowls, litter boxes, and toys

C] Remove pet hair and address any odors

Final Note

The goal is to create a clean, model-home appearance that helps buyers
focus on the space itself and imagine living there.
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Thoughtful preparation and professional photography work best together.

Preparing your home helps ensure your photos capture it at its best.
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